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Based largely on anecdotal findings made in a class for English major sophomores at Bunkyo
University, the speaker will explore the curious difficulties students encounter in writing about
contemporary China in English. Reasons for those difficulties will be explored with suggestions on
how they might be eliminated. Drawing from a wide range of experiences and observations beyond
the classroom as well, the speaker, himself a once-upon-a-time major in Chinese language and
literature at the University of Washington (1980), will argue for the world’s most populous country
and second biggest economy being granted a brighter spotlight in Japan’s 21st century English

language education.
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