




















□］ 次の英文を読んで、その内容に基づいて⑱から⑭の答えとして最も適切なものを、下の＠

～＠から一つ選び、その番号をマークしなさい。

Picture an American teenage male in a T-shirt and running shorts giving his best effort 

to finish his assigned lap on the school track for a physical education class. He is not having 

an easy time of it. Even though he is running his fastest, he is the slowest, still heading for 

the finish line after all his classmates have completed the required run. The fastest one 

among them, a show-off, jogs out alongside the struggling runner, finding it strange that 

somebody could be so slow and so weak. 

"What's the matter with you? Are you crippled?"* he asks. 

"Yes," came the answer. "Yes, I am." 

"Disabled" is a more acceptable term nowadays than the discriminatory "crippled," but 

this was the 1930s, a decade of mass unemployment, poverty- and polio.* Fortunately for 

the victim here, polio contracted in early childhood had been relatively mild, but it impacted 

the way he would walk - and run - for the rest of his life. That was not the case for the 

U.S. president at this time, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who came down with the disease at the age 

of 39, eleven years before taking office, and forever after lost normal use of his legs. 

Polio was a disease with a history extending to ancient times. It was only in the late 18th 

century that a British doctor, Michael Underwood, described it in clinical terms as a particular 

disease of paralysis in children. It had long been mistaken for lead poisoning* or diphtheria* 

or other known conditions before germ theory had been established. Early in the 20th century 

it was learned by two Austrian scientists, bacteriologist Karl Landsteiner and immunologist* 

Ernst Popper, that the disease was caused by a virus. By the early 1960s, two vaccines had 

been successfully developed by two American physicians working separately, Albert Sabin 

and Jonas Salk. 

Today there are only two countries on the planet where the polio virus as it exists in 

nature is still endemic:* Afghanistan and Pakistan. But it is a mistake to assume that only the 

poverty associated with these two countries is responsible for this. Culture, infrastructure 

and political instability can also explain the reason the vaccine is not helping. In fact, polio 

was associated with relative wealth in the 20th century. Children who grew up in clean 

environments did not have the opportunity to build immunity that children living in dirtier 

conditions had. 

Polio struck in localized outbreaks occurring usually during the summer months, and the 

public response was much the same as the ones for influenza early in the previous century 

and the COVID-19 pandemic in our own time. There were calls for "social distancing" and for 
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