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A: We need to plan something fun for the school festival.
B: Right! ( [1])

A: That might be popular.

B: Yesl ( )

A: Yes, we could do something simple like pancakes.

B: Alright. ( )

A: Let’s talk to the student-leader first.

B: ( E )

A: And, I'll check if we need to buy ingredients ourselves.
B: ( )

Choices:

ONONONONOEONS)

Should we try a quiz game?

Do you think pancakes are okay?

What’s the next step?

Meanwhile, I’ll get started on some ideas for the signboard.
How about a food stand?

Can we use the science room?

That sounds great!
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@ I started taking dance lessons.

: Hip-hop. It’s really fun but hard! Have you ever tried it?

: Really? I'm so curious. What kind of dance?

: No, never. I am not good at dancing. In fact, I admire people who can dance.

: Maybe you won’tl So let’s dance together someday.

m 9 O W =

: You should try it tool You never know.
@® B—A—C—E ® C—E—D—B ® B—A—D—E
@ C—E—D—A ® A—D—C—E

I've been watching a new anime.
A: Sure thing. I bought some character goods, too. I'll show you some of them.
: I think you are absolutely right. I never miss it.
: Oh, yes. He’s so inspiring. Let’s talk more about it at lunch.
. It's My Hero Academia. My favorite character is Deku.
: Really? Which one?
—A—D—C
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I made a keychain from beads. Do you want to see it?

A: T like making things too — especially paper crafts.

B: If you don’t have any talents, you won’t be able to enjoy anything.

C: Sure. Wow, this is beautifull You are talented.

D: I didn’t know that. We can make something together.

E: It took time, but I enjoyed it. It was worth spending time on it.

@® C—B—D—A ® B—C—D—E ® C—E—A—D

@ D—E—B—C ® A—B—C—E



@ The weather is getting strange lately.
A: That’s not good enough! You should stop carrying plastic bags.
B: Now I think climate change is real. I hadn’t taken it seriously.
C: Me neither. We need to take care of the Earth before it is too late.
D: Yes, I agree. So I started using a reusable water bottle.
E: Yeabh, it’s too hot even in June. The temperature went up to over 35C yesterday.
B—C—D ® B—C—A—D ® D—A—B—E
D—B—A ® D—B—A—E

O E—
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I want to be a firefighter, but some say it’s for men.

A: That’s not true at all. Believe me, you can be anything.

B: Let’s show them that gender matters anywhere, anytime.

C: Thanks. I really want to help people after I graduate from school.

D: That’s very encouraging. I hope more people start thinking like you.

E: That’s what matters. Not your gender. Anyone can follow their dream.
@ B—D—E—A ® D—C—E—A ® A—B—C—D
@® A—C—E—D ® D—C—E—B
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On December 21, 1954, Dorothy Martin, a woman living in Chicago, claimed that the
world would end in a great flood, which she believed was told to her by beings from the
planet Clarion. According to her, these beings had sent her messages through automatic
writing, warning that the Earth would be destroyed, but also promising that A.(_ s
) flying saucers* just before the disaster.

Because of this belief, Martin and her followers made serious preparations. They not only

quit their jobs and left their families, but also removed all metal objects from their bodies, as

they thought B.( ) up more easily. On the night before the
expected event, the group gathered in Martin’s house, C.( ),

believing that their rescue was close.

However, when the clock passed midnight and nothing happened, many members of the
group became confused or disappointed, as the world was not destroyed and no saucers
appeared. After some time, Martin announced that she had received a new message, D.(_

), and that God, being impressed by their belief, had decided to

spare the Earth.
This strange event became important for scientists studying human behavior, especially

because it showed how people may continue to believe something E.(

) — a situation now known as cognitive dissonance*.

(7E)

flying saucers —Z7R .5

cognitive dissonance FAHIIAHI (AL HDSHEDOE Z RITHICFIEZIK L2 L EITAEL AP
J&)

A.
@ be @ who @ those @ rescued
@ would @ truly believed @ by

B
(D would @ the @ flying saucers @ this
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Recently, Japan has started to change. It is not only Japanese people living here now. These
days, we often see foreigners working at convenience stores, helping elderly people, or
running restaurants with food from different countries. These visible changes show that
Japan is becoming a multicultural society, ( ) people from different cultures live

together and learn from one another.

A multicultural society is one where people from different backgrounds can share space while
( ) each other’s traditions, customs, and ways of life. It is not only about having
foreigners in the country. It also means that all people, both Japanese and non-Japanese, try
( ) one another and cooperate to build a better, more open society. In the past, almost

everyone in Japan was Japanese, but now this is starting to change.

One important reason is Japan’s labor shortage. The population is aging quickly, and there
are fewer young people to take over jobs. As a result, there are not enough workers in areas
such as caregiving, farming, construction, and manufacturing. To solve this problem, the

Japanese government has started programs ( ) skilled workers from other countries.

Another reason is that Japanese companies are expanding globally. They now need to work
with international partners and clients. This often ( ) new ideas and business
strategies, which helps them become more competitive. Also, more foreign students and
researchers are choosing to study at Japanese universities, adding to the cultural mix on

campuses.

There are many positive aspects to becoming a multicultural society. First, people have more
chances to ( ) different cultures. For example, by trying foreign foods or celebrating
global festivals, we learn about lifestyles that are different from our own. This kind of

experience helps us not only understand others but also reflect on our own culture.

There are also economic benefits. People from diverse backgrounds often bring fresh ideas
that can lead to innovation and business opportunities. Restaurants, stores, and local festivals
can become more interesting for tourists. This is also good for children. When they grow up

in a multicultural environment, they learn to ( ) situations from different points of view.

_6_



These skills are essential in today’s global society, where communication and cooperation

across cultures are necessary.

However, becoming multicultural comes with challenges. One major issue is the language
barrier. People who do not speak Japanese well may struggle to get medical help, use

government services, or even ask for directions.

Another issue is cultural misunderstanding. People may have different customs, beliefs, or
behaviors. If we don’t try to share these ( ), it can make people feel stressed and

create problems in the community.

Unfortunately, some foreign residents also face unfair treatment. For example, they may be
refused housing ( ) they are not Japanese. In schools, children from other countries
may feel isolated or struggle with the language, and they may not receive enough support to

succeed.

To build a better society, we must all take part. Governments and local communities should
offer services in multiple languages and create more opportunities for cultural exchange.
Schools should teach students about respect and empathy. Each of us ( ) try to avoid
judging others too quickly. Instead, we should make the effort to understand, communicate,

and grow together. Only then can Japan become a truly successful multicultural society.
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Picture an American teenage male in a T-shirt and running shorts giving his best effort
to finish his assigned lap on the school track for a physical education class. He is not having
an easy time of it. Even though he is running his fastest, he is the slowest, still heading for
the finish line after all his classmates have completed the required run. The fastest one
among them, a show-off, jogs out alongside the struggling runner, finding it strange that
somebody could be so slow and so weak.

“What’s the matter with you? Are you crippled?”* he asks.

“Yes,” came the answer. “Yes, I am.”

“Disabled” is a more acceptable term nowadays than the discriminatory “crippled,” but
this was the 1930s, a decade of mass unemployment, poverty — and polio.* Fortunately for
the victim here, polio contracted in early childhood had been relatively mild, but it impacted
the way he would walk — and run — for the rest of his life. That was not the case for the
U.S. president at this time, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who came down with the disease at the age
of 39, eleven years before taking office, and forever after lost normal use of his legs.

Polio was a disease with a history extending to ancient times. It was only in the late 18"
century that a British doctor, Michael Underwood, described it in clinical terms as a particular
disease of paralysis in children. It had long been mistaken for lead poisoning* or diphtheria*
or other known conditions before germ theory had been established. Early in the 20® century
it was learned by two Austrian scientists, bacteriologist Karl Landsteiner and immunologist*
Ernst Popper, that the disease was caused by a virus. By the early 1960s, two vaccines had
been successfully developed by two American physicians working separately, Albert Sabin
and Jonas Salk.

Today there are only two countries on the planet where the polio virus as it exists in
nature is still endemic:* Afghanistan and Pakistan. But it is a mistake to assume that only the
poverty associated with these two countries is responsible for this. Culture, infrastructure
and political instability can also explain the reason the vaccine is not helping. In fact, polio
was associated with relative wealth in the 20" century. Children who grew up in clean
environments did not have the opportunity to build immunity that children living in dirtier
conditions had.

Polio struck in localized outbreaks occurring usually during the summer months, and the
public response was much the same as the ones for influenza early in the previous century

and the COVID-19 pandemic in our own time. There were calls for “social distancing” and for
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“lockdowns.” Parks and swimming pools, places ordinarily for play and socializing, would
close. It was generally believed children should stay indoors to be safe.

President Franklin Roosevelt, probably the most famous person to have had polio, led his
nation through two consecutive crises of extraordinary scale: the Great Depression and the
Second World War. He was rarely seen in his leg braces or sitting in a wheelchair as he
understandably did not want to be exposed looking weak or dependent on others when the
image of strong leadership was needed. The White House, along with the media, successfully
kept his condition out of the public eye. Many Americans never knew their president had no
feeling in his legs. Also, because it was the age of radio, President Roosevelt was heard far
more often than seen. In the world of television, and now YouTube, unpresidential moments
are impossible to hide. Presidents Gerald Ford (1974-1977) and Joe Biden (2021-2025) were
both caught on camera falling down more than once, sometimes on dangerous stairways,
inviting laughter and ridicule.

While it is hard to find a bright side to any kind of disease, the unathletic runner who
appears at the start of this essay would have been rejected by the army and thus spared
possible cruel death on a battlefield. Olympic gold medal-winner and world record-setter
Johnny Weismuller, who famously played the jungle king Tarzan in 12 Hollywood motion
pictures from 1932 to 1948, took up swimming as part of his rehabilitation after contracting
polio at nine years old. Dorothea Lange, the photographer responsible for iconic images of
deep storytelling power showing how Americans were living during the hard times of the
Great Depression, also had polio as a child. Of the disease she said: “It was perhaps the most
important thing that happened to me. It formed me, guided, instructed me, helped me, and
humiliated* me. All those things at once. I've never gotten over it and am aware of the force
and power of it.”

Even after polio virtually disappeared and the atomic age brought new worries, children
of those who survived the disease would be reminded that science was a marvel® that made
modern life longer and better.

The effectiveness of vaccines against polio has, ironically, caused many people to forget
how important vaccines are. “We don’t see polio anymore” is a phrase used by some to
suggest vaccines are no longer necessary, particularly when citizens are resisting calls to
make them mandatory* for preventing a variety of sicknesses. When polio was a visible
threat and it was common to see people limping, in wheelchairs, or using crutches,* vaccines
were welcome weapons against a dangerous disease. No one needed convincing. It wasn’t a
hot political issue. While it is true that vaccines can prove deadly in extremely rare situations,

as they did with early polio vaccine production, they have saved millions of lives. It is nothing
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new to question their safety, something done as long ago as colonial times. Still, the chance of
dying in a car crash is immensely greater than receiving an injection for building immunity
that should accidentally turn fatal.

The polio vaccine’s success stands out as emblematic* of medical progress, the equivalent
of Edison’s light bulb in the story of modern invention. The writer of this essay was
reminded of that many times by that slow guy in the T-shirt and running shorts, the guy who

came in last — and “missed out” on going to war — to later become the writer’s father.
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Who is the teenager in the T-shirt and running shorts described in the beginning of the
essay”?
() Franklin Roosevelt
® Michael Underwood
@ Johnny Weismuller
@ None of the above.

What is true about polio?

It tended to resemble other diseases.
It only appeared in modern times.

It only impacted rich people.

All of the above.
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How did the media regard President Franklin Roosevelt’s polio?
@ They agreed it was best not to show it.
@ They made no efforts to hide it.
@ Even they didn’t know about it.
@ None of the above.

What did Johnny Weismuller and Dorothea Lange have in common?
@ Their childhood polio experiences shaped their future lives.
@ They were the children of parents who had polio.
@ They both became ill due to poverty.
@ Al of the above.
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