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1. The teacher asked the students to write a short ( m ) of the article they had
read.
@ decision ® summary @ solution @ recover

2. ( ) interested in art, she visited the museum every weekend in London.

@ Being @ Is @ Been @ To be

3. Because of the heavy rain, the soccer match was ( ).
@ won ® postponed @ scored @ celebrated
4. If I had known about the accident, I ( @ ) stopped taking this route.
(‘D will have @ would have @ had @ would
5. We will start the presentation as soon as the projector has been properly ( ).
@ installed @ instructed @ included @ informed
6. A: T've decided to take swimming lessons.
B: That's a great ideal It'll help you ( @ ) both your body and mind.
@ keep @ defend @ strengthen @ cover
7. A: Do you enjoy listening to podcasts?
B: Yes, I listen to news podcasts, but I enjoy comedy ones ( ).
@ instead of ® before @ again @ as well

8. A: I keep forgetting to bring my textbook to class.
B: Maybe you should ( ) a reminder on your phone.

@ challenge @ keep @ set @ hide



9. A: I'm not used to this new system at work.

B: Don't worry! You'l ( 9] ) it soon.
@ get used to @ turn on @ fall over @ close

10. A: T've been learning Spanish for three months.
B: That's great! Keep it up, and you'll ( ) progress soon.

@ leave @ develop @ have @ make
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I heard you went to the international debate last weekend.

Yeah, it was intense, but I learned a lot from it.
That sounds challenging. Did you enjoy it?

( 11] )

@ I don't like debating at all.

@ I'm glad it was meaningful for you.

@ Not really, I was sleeping.

@ Yes, I did. It helped me grow a lot.

I'm writing my graduation thesis on climate change.
That'’s an important issue. What's your focus?

I want to highlight the role of young people.

)

You should choose a different topic.

That sounds thoughtful and relevant.

(

0

@ I hate science.
©)

@ I don't like graduation.

Sorry I couldn’t answer your call earlier.

No problem. I just wanted to ask about tomorrow’s meeting.

Oh, right. T'll check the time and let you know later.

( )

You did a good job.
Thanks, that would be helpful.

I forgot we have a meeting.

SOESEAONS)

Please don’t call me again.
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I'm really nervous about the English interview next week.
I'm sure you'll do great. Have you been preparing?
Yes, I've practiced with my teacher every day.
)
Then you have nothing to worry about.
English is too difficult for interviews.
I failed all my interviews.

Teachers don't help with interviews.

I worked part-time at a convenience store during the break.
Really? What was that like?

It was hard, but I learned a lot about communication.

( )

@ That sounds like a waste of time.

@ I think it was too boring.

@ That must have been a valuable experience.

@ I would never do that.

My dream is to study engineering in Europe.
That’s impressive. Do you have any universities in mind?
Yes, I'm looking at a few in Germany.
)
I'm sure you'll succeed with that plan.
You should become a musician instead.
Germany'’s education system is too outdated for that field.

You should work in Europe.

I didn’t finish my group project on time.
Oh no. What happened?

I struggled with time management this week.

)

You did a good job.

(
@ Someone else might be wrong.
@ Don’t worry. It happens to everyone.

Try not to do anything next time.
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I got accepted to my first-choice university!
Wow, that’s amazing! How do you feel?
I'm so relieved and excited.

)
I wish you failed.
Congratulations! You totally deserve it.
I don't care about universities.

It doesn’t sound great.

I'm giving a speech tomorrow in front of 100 people.
That's a big crowd. Are you ready?

I think so. I practiced a lot.

( )

@ You should cancel it.

@ I hope you forget everything.

@ Then I'm sure you'll do well.

@ I don't like public speaking, either.

T've been feeling stressed about exams lately.

Yeah, this season is tough. What do you usually do to relax?

I usually go for a walk or listen to some calming music. It really helps me stay balanced.

)

That sounds like a healthy way to get by.

(
@ You should enjoy your negative feelings.
@ You should eat a lot of junk food instead.

You might prefer to scream at people.



You are planning a trip to New York and are thinking about which tour you want to

participate in. You are looking at the brochure that the travel agency gave you.

Freedom Travel Company - All Inclusive New York Tour

Come with us to the “city that never sleeps” “The Big Apple” - New York City. With
over 8.4 million people, New York city is the biggest city in the United States. It would be
our absolute pleasure to help you explore this magnificent city during fall. In order to meet
the needs and interests of different customers we are happy to offer 3 different tour
packages. All tour members will receive free hotel and airport shuttle services and a ticket
to participate in a Central Park walking tour on their first day of arrival in the morning.
For customers who would prefer not to walk, a horse and carriage can be arranged for a fee
of $100 USD. The deadline for the tour application is June 1lst. Please make sure to fill out
the forms completely. Once we have received your application, we will begin to process it
and get back to you as soon as possible. Due to the limited space, we cannot guarantee that
each tour will be available. If you have any questions or concerns, please call or email us.
We also have an office in Shinjuku if you would like to talk to us in person. It is also the
quickest way to talk to us since our phone lines are very busy. Thank you and we look

forward to hearing from you soon!

Tour options

Tour Highlights! Tour 1 Tour 2 Tour 3
(500,000 yen) | (600,000 yen) | (750,000 yen)

7 days and 6 night’ s stay at a 3-star hotel i PAe Yo
Breakfast buffet at hotel PAG w PAY
Gourmet walking tour of Hell’ s Kitchen pie PAe Aq
1-day tour of Brooklyn PAe Aq
Baseball tickets for a New York Yankees oy by
game

Tickets to a Broadway show PAY
Statue of Liberty cruise PAY

Tour of Harlem and a jazz concert PG




21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

What is not included if you join Tour 1?

@
@
©)
0

Walking tour of Central Park
A chance to taste the different foods of New York City
A chance to see famous athletes play sports

A stay at a hotel in New York City

Which statement is true?

0
@
©)
@

If you apply for the tour before the deadline, you will definitely get to participate.

All of the tours include breakfast.
All tours include tickets to see a great show.

These tours are for Christmas time.

Which statement is NOT true?

)
@
)
0)

Tour 3 members will be able to listen to live music.
Members will arrive at night time in New York.
All tour members will be able to see Brooklyn.

Some of the activities are inside and some are outside.

Which statement is true?

0
@
©)
0

What is the fastest way to contact someone at Freedom Travel Company?

@00

It costs extra to ride a horse and carriage in Central Park.
Breakfast buffet is not included in Tour 1.
All members will be able to see the Statue of Liberty.

The last day to apply for the tour is July 1st.

Call them.
Email them.
Check their website.

Go to their Shinjuku office.



Mayumi has written a letter in English to her aunt, an English teacher, about her study-

abroad experience in Canada. Read the letter and choose the correct answer to each question.

October 1, 2025

Dear Aunt Yuko,

T hope this letter finds you well. I ve just returned to Japan after completing a three-month
study-abroad program in Vancouver, Canada, and I wanted to share my experience with you.
Vancouver is a beautiful city surrounded by mountains and the sea, and I thoroughly

enjoyed every moment I spent there.

During the program, I studied at a local university where I took courses in English
communication, academic writing, and Canadian culture. The classes were engaging and
challenging, and the professors were very supportive. I was especially excited to meet
classmates from countries like Mexico, Korea, and Germany. We often worked together on

group projects, which helped me gain confidence in speaking English.

Outside of class, I tried to make the most of my time. I visited art galleries, science
museums, and botanical gardens, and I joined a weekend hiking trip organized by the
school. The nature in Canada is breathtaking—I even saw a deer during one of our hikes!
One of the most meaningful parts of my stay was living with a Canadian host family. They
made me feel truly welcome and were eager to share their culture. We had dinner together
almost every night and talked about our countries, families, and traditions. I introduced

them to Japanese food, and they taught me how to make pancakes and basil sauce for pasta.

Now that I'm back, I feel more independent and motivated to keep improving my English.

I' m already looking into programs for next year!

Please give my love to Uncle Satoshi and the kids.

Warm wishes,

Mayumi




26. What best describes Mayumi’s university experience in Canada?
@ She only attended language classes.
@ She struggled to keep up with the coursework.
@ She found the classes stimulating and the professors helpful.

@ She disliked working with international students.

27 According to the letter, what did Mayumi particularly enjoy outside the classroom?
@ Participating in online workshops
@ Exploring Canadian nature and joining school trips
@ Shopping in large malls

@ Watching television with her host family

28. What can be suggested about Mayumi’s attitude toward her host family?
@ She avoided spending time with them.
@ She appreciated their hospitality and openness.
@ She found it hard to adapt to their customs.

@ She preferred dining alone.

29. Which of the following is true about Mayumi’s classmates?
@ They were mostly from Japan.
@ They rarely spoke to Mayumi.
@ They came from a variety of countries.

@ They only interacted in class.

30. What impact did the study-abroad experience have on Mayumi?
It discouraged her from studying abroad again.
It made her question her language ability.

It strengthened her independence and motivation.

@00

It made her feel homesick throughout the trip.
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You are reading an article about Japanese students who want to study abroad looking at
options in Asia.

Japanese students are increasingly looking to Asia for study destinations, shifting away from
traditionally popular Western countries as ( ) and a weak yen make tuition
and living costs more expensive than ever. Universities in Canada, the United States, Australia
and the UK. are still the most popular destinations for Japanese students, comprising a combined
two-thirds of the total. But more students are picking schools in Asia such as Taiwan, South
Korea, Malaysia and the Philippines, where study and living costs are more affordable.

Tatsuhiko Hoshino, an international relations officer at the nonprofit Japan Association of
Overseas Studies (JAOS), said the depreciation of the yen had a significant impact on Japanese
students looking to study abroad. “There has been a notable ( ) away from
traditionally expensive destinations,” Hoshino said, noting that students who still had their hearts
set on Europe were looking to more affordable countries such as Germany, Hungary or Malta.
“This trend is unlikely to change, and I believe we will see even more Japanese students opting
to study in Asia or EU countries going forward,” Hoshino said.

According to eduPASS, a resource provider for international students coming to the U.S,,
living and accommodation costs vary wildly depending on location and other factors. Tuition

costs for students ranged between $20,000 — about ¥2.9 million — and $40,000 per year for a

bachelor' s ( ) and $20,000 to $45,000 per year for a master's
( ). National Taiwan University (NTU), one of the most prestigious

universities in Taiwan, is one of the institutions taking more Japanese students. The number of
Japanese students who applied for the university in 2025 surged more than 60% from the year
before due partly to affordability and proximity. At present, there are around 183 Japanese
students enrolled at NTU — comprising 114 undergraduates, 57 master s students and 12 PhD
candidates. The majority of undergraduate and master s students are studying in the field of
economics and political science and benefit from English tuition in a bilingual environment,
according to the university. “Taiwan is geographically close to Japan and shares historical and
cultural ties. Many Japanese students find Taiwan to be among the most friendly and
( ) environments in the region,” an NTU spokesperson said. Student Sawako
Ohori said she was drawn to NTU for its international environment. ‘I have been enjoying a
fulfilling student life in a multicultural environment, learning from highly qualified professors on
a campus surrounded by beautiful nature,” Ohori said.

A JAOS survey in 2024 found that 14,713 Japanese students were studying in Asia that

year, up from a prepandemic total of 12,460 in 2019, and slightly higher than last year s 14,012.



South Korea saw an increase from 1,605 Japanese students in 2019 to 2,468 in 2024. Malaysia
saw a rapid increase from 481 in 2019 to 891 in 2024, while Taiwan, which was slow to reopen
after the COVID-19 pandemic, had almost the same number of Japanese students as before the
pandemic, at 1,515 in 2024. “It is worth noting that while most study abroad in Korea is for
language learning purposes, the proportion of university degree study abroad is very high in
Malaysia and Taiwan,” JAOS said.

The primary imperative for overseas study remains English acquisition, which is considered
an important capability for future careers. In 2024, Japan hit a record low in English proficiency,
ranking 92nd out of 116 regions and countries where English is not the native language,
according to EF Education First. It placed 16th among 23 Asian countries. “Many Japanese
people feel both admiration and a sense of inferiority when it comes to acquiring English
proficiency. They keenly recognize that studying English domestically does not sufficiently build
their language skills, and as a result, they are strongly motivated to improve their English
through studying abroad,” Hoshino said. Bilingual graduates have a competitive
( ) in their home market and abroad, and more Japanese graduates are
interested in working at foreign companies or at startups and pursuing non-linear careers.

Overall, the number of Japanese students studying abroad increased to 70,253 in 2024, up
from 66,007 a year earlier. The government has set a goal of increasing the number of Japanese
students studying abroad to 500,000 by 2033. “After the COVID-19 pandemic, many students
have become more aware of the global leveling of opportunities and Japan s relative economic
decline,” Hoshino said. “Increasingly, they feel uncertain about their future if they remain solely
within Japan — a society where globalization has progressed less than in other G7 countries.

This growing sense of urgency is one of the key factors driving them to study abroad.”

(The Japan Times. (2020, August 12). Japanese students who want to study abroad looking at options in Asia.

https://www.japantimes.co.jp)

11
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A. Choose the most appropriate word to fill in the blanks. -

31

32.

33.

34.

Japanese students are increasingly looking to Asia for study destinations, shifting away from
traditionally popular Western countries as and a weak yen make tuition and
living costs more expensive than ever.

(D negotiation

@ inflation

@ rejection

@ motivation

“There has been a notable away from traditionally expensive destinations,”
Hoshino said.

(@ shift

@ lift

@ drift

@ slide

Tuition costs for students ranged between $20,000 — about ¥2.9 million — and $40,000 per year
for a bachelor’s and $20,000 to $45,000 per year for a master’s .

(D paper

@ permission
@ degree

@ price

Many Japanese students find Taiwan to be among the most friendly and

environments in the region.
preserving
welcoming

translating

SEORONS)

managing



35. Bilingual graduates have a competitive in their home market and abroad.
effort

possibility

advantage

chance

SESEONS)

B. According to the article, choose the most appropriate sentence that fits into the blanks.

- 40

36. Student Sawako Ohori said she was drawn to NTU for its international environment. ‘I have

been enjoying a fulfilling student life in a multicultural environment,” she said,

)

because the food on campus is very cheap.

(
@ and the campus is located near a shopping mall.
@ where I can learn from top professors in a beautiful setting.

although I miss my hometown every day.

37 In 2024, the number of Japanese students studying in Asia rose to 14,713. ( )
@ This number was lower than in 2019.
@ This was a decrease from the year before.
@ The number has remained the same since 2015.

@ This marked a slight increase from the previous year.

38. According to JAOS, many Japanese students choose Korea to study abroad.

)

Most of them go there to study law.

(
@ The most common reason is language learning.
@ They usually go for shopping and sightseeing.

They find it difficult to adapt to Korean food.

39. Japan ranked 92nd out of 116 countries in English proficiency in 2024. ( )
Many Japanese feel confident in their English skills.
This motivates students to study English at local cram schools.

This has made many students realize the need to study abroad.

SOESEAONS)

English is the first language in most Japanese schools.

13
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40. The government has set a goal of increasing the number of Japanese students studying abroad

to 500,000 by 2033. ( )

®e00

This goal reflects the growing sense of urgency among students.
This is because fewer students want to leave Japan.
Most students are afraid to go overseas.

Japan is now ranked as the best destination for study abroad.



Read the following passage and choose the correct answer.

AT Tools for Learning: Savior or Scourge?

Since the advent of ChatGPT in 2022, more and more students around the world are using
AT tools to help them finish homework, take tests, and write essays. Many have said that AI
will be the future of learning; however, a new study has found that those who use AI tools to
write essays have lower brain activity than those who just used their own thoughts to write
similar essays. As many experienced teachers have noted, it’ s not an unexpected finding. Many
students complain that homework and assignments are too difficult and express that they feel
overwhelmed. However, when it comes to learning and developing critical thinking skills,
working hard is the point.

The study, run by researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, split up
participants into three groups, dubbed “LLM (large language model), Search Engine, and Brain-
only (no tools).” The groups were studied across three sessions of essay-writing, while their
cognitive load was tracked with electroencephalography* (EEG). Their essays were analyzed,
and were also scored by human teachers and an AI judge. The results showed that, while their
essays were very well written, LLM users saw a ( a ) that pointed to lower neural,
linguistic, and behavioral levels, a result that the researchers concluded raises “concerns about
the long-term educational implications of LLM reliance.” In other words, students who regularly
rely on Al or other LLM' s to complete tasks do not develop the cognitive and critical thinking
skills necessary for higher learning processing. This tells educational researchers that schools
may want to continue looking into ( b ) or at least limiting its use on assignments.

More than just homework, this study also raises questions about how early and how often
students should be exposed to AI tools. Are we training a generation of thinkers? Should
curriculum now include Al literacy to teach students not just how to use the tools, but when to
use them responsibly? Moreover, the concern isn’ t just academic performance. If reliance on Al
becomes habitual, it could reshape how young people approach problem-solving, memory
retention, and even creativity. Many teachers and educators around the world have noted that
they think younger people who ( c ) too much on AI tools to complete assignments,
answer questions, and give them answers, do not exhibit the hunger for learning seen in previous
generations.

There' s also the question of motivation. If students come to believe they can outsource the

most difficult parts of learning, will they lose the ( d ) to struggle through complex

15



ideas? Struggle is a key part of learning, and many cognitive scientists agree that learning
happens not when the answer is handed to you, but when you wrestle with ambiguity and
confusion and finally arrive at your own conclusion. If AI shortcuts that process, we may
produce more polished essays, but far fewer independent thinkers.

Another study from January 2025 found that younger participants exhibited higher
dependence on Al tools and lower critical thinking scores compared to older participants, who
did not use them. Using Al is a form of cognitive offloading, the study found — it saves the
brain from completing cognitive tasks itself. While this may sound useful, it results in less
cognitive training for the brain. Frequent users of Al tools also report lower ( e ) in
their own critical thinking skills, which shows that they do not feel as smart.

As teachers and educational organizations continue to grapple with this new technology, one

thing is clear - relying too much on technology is no substitute for good old fashioned studying.

*electroencephalography — MMiEMAS

AL 7 (a2 ) 4]

results
opinion

trade off

SAOEONS)

advantage

42. 2 (b )42
(D banning
@ thinking
@ forwarding

@ encouraging

43. ZEM (¢ )
(D rely
@ realize
@ span
@ omit



44. Ze (4 ) 44
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solitude
beacon
drive

bravery

45. %M (e )45

®e00

patience
education
confidence

feedback

Read the article and choose the most appropriate answer.

5 5

OESEONS)
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Older people tend to use AT tools more than younger ones.

There are no long-term effects of Al tools on learning.

Recently less and less students are using Al tools when studying.

Relying too much on AI tools to help learning is not good for the development of critical

thinking skills.

Learning should be easy and fast.

Frequent use of Al tools may raise learners motivation to learn.

The article suggests that schools should use Al tools more and more in assignments.
Learners need to be trained not only on how to use Al tools responsibly but also on how

to use them effectively.

Traditional ways of studying are no longer useful for learning.

Students nowadays think that homework is too difficult and too much for them to handle.
Learners who use AI tools frequently usually feel more certain about their critical
thinking skills.

Cheating is not really a concern for teachers when it comes to Al tools.

17
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Using Al tools may help students develop creativity skills when they are younger.
Students who use Al tools have higher brain activity levels than those who do not.

AT tools like ChatGPT have been in use by students for decades.

The author of the article thinks that people need to think about what age AI tools should

be shown to learners.

Learning is most effective when teachers quickly give the right answers to students.
Using Al too much may help students’ memorization skills.

Many people think that Al is the future of learning.

Many teachers were surprised by the results that showed that students who used Al

tools more frequently had lower cognitive abilities.

(WU ETRHERIEDYTY, BEESHILUBIERALEEA)





