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One Day ...

It’s never possible to predict the future, I said. But we can make some pretty safe guesses.
Here are four of them.

We're going to see machines speaking to us more and more. Already, in a car, a satellite
navigation system tells us out loud which way to turn. All kinds of other devices will talk to us
one day. If I leave a light on in my house, as I go through the front door, some digital device
will remind me to go back in and switch it off.

We're going to find ourselves talking to machines more and more. Already there are
answerphone systems which will record and playback when we tell them to. And there are
washing machines that will boil and spin at our command. To do this, they have to have very
good software which will recognize voices, capable of understanding not only our words but also
our accent. At present, this software is very limited in what it can do; but one day it will be able
to handle everything it hears.

We're going to see machines translating between languages more efficiently. There are
already several websites which offer a computer translation service, but the results are often not
very good. They’ll get a lot better as time goes by.

We're going to be able to see what happens to language in the brain. Already it is possible
to use a special scanning machine to see which parts of the brain are most active when we speak,
listen, read and write. One day we’ll be able to pinpoint individual sounds, words, and sentence
patterns.

(A Little Book of Language by David Crystal Copyright © 2010 by David Crystal .
Reproduced with permission of Yale Representation Ltd . throwgh PLSclear .)
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