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Intercultural competence, or IC, is an ability to interact with people from other cultures.
Byram (1997) explains that the four components of IC are attitudes, knowledge, skills and
critical cultural awareness. The concept of IC tells us that the goal of foreign language learning

is not to become native speakers of a foreign language.

How can we develop IC in elementary school children? What can the teachers start with?
Here are some tips.

+ Since elementary school students are in the process of acquiring cultural knowledge, they
are open-minded and full of curiosity about other cultures. It might be a good time for the
teachers to develop students’ ‘positive attitude’ toward foreign cultures.

+ In the 5th and 6th grades, students gradually develop abstract thinking. Therefore, bhe
careful not to make the class only about learning cultural knowledge. It would be nice if you
can think of ways to allow students to ‘experience’ others’ viewpoints, such as acting them

out.

As globalization progresses, the cultural backgrounds of English speakers are becoming
more diverse. In addition, technologies such as machine translation are evolving dramatically. In
this modern age, the importance of developing IC will grow.
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