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Complete the sentences by using the words below. Use each word only once. All of these

9words are simple forms. You may have to modify some of them.

[ catch, cut, fall, found, hand, liken, persuade, provide, show l

1. I will buy this chair if you ( ) down the price a little.

2. They( ) sight of the lifeboat.

3. She( ) him to go to England with her.

4. Bologna University, said to be the world’s oldest, was ( ) in 1088.

S. He( ) a person’s life to a roller coaster ride.

6. There will be many chances for ( ) off your singing voice at tonight’s party.
7. Thave just ( ) in my thesis this morning.

8. You can have this book ( ) you pay me ten dollars.

9.

The rain ( ) hard last night.

@ Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

It seems we have definite opinions when it comes to clowns. Some of us simply love
them, so much that we collect clown dolls or clown paintings to decorate our living room or
whatever room we feel looks good with something “clown” in it. We seem to think clowns
exist for making children happy, even helping to take the troubled minds of the sickest ones
off the reason they are in that hospital bed. The pale-faced squeaking stranger in the baggy
polka-dotted pants is there to entertain them with his or her thick red lips, round red nose,
orange wig and the ever-essential pocket full of colored balloons.

Then there are those of us who simply cannot stand them.

The word ‘clown’ has uncertain origins, traceable to the mid-sixteenth century. Some
think it comes from a Scandinavian language and was used to mean a simple-minded country
person. By 1600 it came to mean a “professional fool,” which, at any rate suggests some skill
accompanying the “foolishness” given how a genuine livelihood is implied.

The cheerful image associated with clowns seems to have developed against serious
odds. The best-known clowns of western culture can be pretty awful. In the famous 1892
opera Pagliacci by Leoncavallo a major character named Canio, who is dressed as a clown,
knives his wife Nedda to death on stage for her crime of having betrayed him. Indeed,
pagliacci in Italian means “the clowns.” A 1986 Stephen King novel entitled IT didn’t help
things, either. Pennywise the Dancing Clown lived in the underground sewers of a town in

Maine and was devoted to full-time terrorizing of the local children. The story has been made



into a movie not once, but twice, first in 1990, and later in 2017 because the first version just
wasn’t as scary as the novel was.

McDonald’s, the giant fast-food chain, has long made use of a clown character named
Ronald for promoting its products to children. (He can be counted among those hospital
clowns mentioned above.) Ronald, however, leaves the company open to some sharp parody.
To its severest critics, Ronald is a grinning idiot dead to the injustices of capitalism, not to
mention childhood obesity for which he has been blamed.

The worst real-life clown in living memory was without question one John Wayne Gacy
(1942-1994) of Chicago, Illinois. He never made much money as “Pogo” and earned most of
his living working at various odd jobs. Gacy was a mass murderer, ultimately executed for
having killed over 30 boys and young men, almost all of them at his home. Newspapers and
magazines carried photos of Gacy as Pogo “the killer clown” which did exactly nothing to
improve the image of clowns in the American imagination.

One of the most loved clowns, however, was the hilarious television clown J. P. Patches,
played by Chris Wedes, a former actor and disc jockey who served the Pacific Northwest of
the United States from 1958 to 1981, helping an audience of 100,000 kids forget their worries
and cares every weekday morning and afternoon. He was the self-declared mayor of “the city
dump” and his living space was always an interesting mess. In retirement J.P. made regular
appearances at charity events until his death in 2012. J.P. Patches inspired part of the basis for
the Krusty the Clown character of The Simpsons fame, as the show’s creator Matt Groening
was from the Northwest and knew J.P.’s fame and influence. Unfortunately for the world, J.P.
was known only to those who could receive his Seattle-based broadcasts, a lucky few who

learned that a good clown could also be a great human being.

Questions:

1. List what things clowns do that can be generally thought of as “good” as mentioned in the
article.

2. Why does the article state that the positive image of clowns must have evolved against
“serious odds™?

3. Which of the “bad” clowns listed is the least harmful? Explain your answer.

4. Which clown stands out as different from all the rest and why?

Write your reaction to the following in 150 words or more. X
What kinds of “professional fools” exist today? Are they really “foolish”? Give some

examples and describe what kinds of contributions they make to society.
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