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Abstract

Geoparks are “parks of the earth” that utilize geoscientific resources such as beautiful landscapes and
geology, and are part of the Global Geoparks Network supported by UNESCO. The role of geoparks is
to conserve and protect geosites, which are natural heritage associated with earth activity, as “earth
heritage,” and to contribute to the sustainable development of the region by utilizing them for education,
enlightenment, and research. Geoparks are “unique regional assets” and can be used for regional
development through tourism, but compared to education and research, geopark tourism (geotourism) is
not as popular.

On the other hand, many countries overseas are actively promoting geotourism, and in recent years,
Iceland has been attracting attention as a country where tourism is increasingly contributing to industry.
Geoparks in Iceland have similarities to Japan in terms of geological features centered on volcanoes and the
associated abundant geothermal power reserves, so this paper focuses on Iceland's geoparks as an example
of a regional development strategy through geotourism, and draws suggestions for geotourism in Japan.

The following became clear from interviews and other surveys conducted on site.

- In Iceland, the increase in tourist demand in recent years has made guiding a viable business, so
companies are hiring migrant guides and running guide businesses as a business.

- When it comes to collaboration with local communities, collaboration in the artists is more active than in
Japan.

- The focus for local residents’ participation in geoparks and geotourism is on the process of instilling
awareness among children through education, and then spreading geotourism from children to parents
and beyond.

- Collaboration with travel agencies is basically on marketing, which differs from Japan, where
collaboration is mostly for planning tours.

- Partner companies pay a yearly fee, and the management organization provides consulting based on that
fee. In Japan, there are few examples of consulting for companies, which highlights the difference.
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