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Abstract

Geoparks are "earth parks" that utilize geoscientific resources, such as scenic beauty and
geology. Geoparks are "unique regional assets" that can be utilized for regional revitalization
through tourism. However, compared to education and research, geopark tourism (geotourism)
is not as active. Based on this awareness, this paper uses case studies of four domestic geoparks
to identify challenges and solutions for regional revitalization strategies through geotourism.

The main findings of this paper are as follows:

1) A certification system for geotourism-related products is necessary to increase awareness of
geoparks. In addition, to promote the development of sales channels for certified products, it
is important for promotion organizations to actively promote them at events, undertake some
of the promotional activities of businesses, and, if there is content with high customer appeal
within the region, create synergies by collaborating with that content.

2) Subsidies are necessary to support geotourism initiatives and encourage participation from
local businesses. Subsidies should be provided broadly with the aim of "publicizing and
raising awareness of geoparks,' and an environment should be created to improve residents'
skills through product development and training, and to hold events.

3) Regarding collaboration with travel agencies, a DMO should be established to meet the needs
of individual tourists, and efforts should be made to create and sell unique travel products.
In doing so, the DMO and the promotion organization should work together to accept guided
tours and coordinate with guide organizations. This will allow for a unified reception point,
increasing convenience for individual tourists and promoting tourism.

4) Regarding local residents' involvement in planning, opportunities should be created not
only for planning purposes but also for ongoing interaction with government and promotion
organizations. Informal opportunities such as coastal cleanups should be established,
promoting communication between relevant parties and enhancing geotourism.

5) While it would be ideal for guides and guide organizations to operate independently, this
is currently difficult. Therefore, the promotion organization needs to subsidize and support
guide organizations, and through this support, guide organizations themselves should
aim to improve the skills of registered guides and achieve higher quality guide activities.
Furthermore, while it is necessary to unify the reception desk, this would be a heavy burden
for the promotion council in terms of resources. Having the DMO act as the reception desk
would increase effectiveness.
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