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Abstract

This review paper summarizes previous studies about the big movement toward the health tax
from the following three categories.

Firstly, the effect of the tabaco tax in Japan is summarized. Needless to say, tabaco is harmful for
health. In Japan tabaco tax ratio has been higher and higher in recent 20 years. Previous studies
show that the effect is valid only for young generations for preventing tabaco. In contrast, the low
elasticity demand to tabaco shows that it is not necessarily useful for already smoking people.

Secondly, taxation and/or subsidy for the natural food and junk food may change the attitudes of
consumers or not. Recent studies show that the taxation and subsidy at a time affects more
effectively. In addition, they also show that ratio 10% and over affects to the consumption and that
ratio 15% and over affects to the weight.

Thirdly, effects of the sugar tax, taxation to sugar added drinks, are introduced. This shows that
the prevail is important basically and that the taxation is important effect if the education of the
nutrition is not common.

As a whole, it is not interested in the taxation for food partly because it is considered that the
education of the nutrition basically is prevailed in Japan. However it is also considered that this
interest will be risen since diseases and senior single family is increased. It looks some guidelines and
education are important from previous studies. In Japan it is expected to be extended since the
research in this field is not necessarily much.
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