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Abstract

In response to the issue of developing countries achieving economic growth, research on open
defecation, which is a health concern in low-income countries, has garnered much attention in recent
decades. The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive analysis of high-level academic
papers on open defecation from around the world.

Unlike traditional qualitative citation reviews, this paper uses CiteSpace to visually observe the
relationship between articles in six dimensions in time and space, including country of the citation
author, the institution of the citation author, author of the citation, category of the citation, journal of
the cited article, and the cited literature.

This paper uses data from 426 bibliographic records obtained from the Web of Science database
over approximately 30 years. The primary analysis results are as follows. First, this paper finds
that the number of literature related to open defecation increases year by year. The United States
is the absolute leader in this field, followed by India and the United Kingdom. Second, due to the
severe impact of open defecation, India has actively carried out research cooperation with research
institutions in developed countries. Therefore, there is a vast literature focusing on India. However,
less attention has been paid to other countries with the same victimization problem. It is suggested
that the cooperation between these countries and research institutions in developed countries needs
to be further strengthened. Third, research on open defecation is concentrated in public health,
environmental sanitation, industrial hygiene, and environmental science ecology, and the international
core author cooperative community has not yet formed. Finally, the authoritative literature collectively
agrees that community members must be encouraged to change their toilet use behaviors and habits,
not just to build the toilet.
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