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;%O [The Sound of English: Listening is not hearingl
John Matthews (HRXZ)

All languages have their own characteristic sound. They have their own rhythm, their own set of
speech sounds, and their own patterns for combining those sounds into words, phrases and
sentences. This lecture will explain the sounds, patterns, and rhythms that give English its particular
character. Then, drawing on experimental studies of cross-language speech perception, we will see
that when we listen to another language, we tend to rely on what works best for our native
language, which often prevents us from accurately hearing the sound of the other language. Though

we may listen, we do not always hear.
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