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A3 2 [Article use by Japanese L2 learners: Types of problems and possible explanations|
Neal Snape (BRRITZFKE)
For Japanese learners of English, articles (the & a) in English are notoriously difficult to acquire.
Even at advanced levels of proficiency, Japanese speakers continue to experience problems with
selecting the appropriate article to use in speech, writing and have trouble hearing (perceiving)
articles. But, why is it so difficult in comparison with acquiring other morphology in English like
possessive -s, for example? This lecture looks at some of the typical types of problems Japanese
learners have with articles and tries to provide some possible explanations. Anyone who has ever
experienced such difficulties will hopefully find this lecture interesting and useful and may even

help you overcome some of your own typical article errors.
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