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7@ [Exploring EFL literacy in elementary school:
What will best prepare students for junior high and beyond? |
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Foreign language learning as an official subject has started in primary schools throughout Japan, and efforts
are being made to help Japanese students develop foundations for lifelong intercultural communication
competency. Literacy, the ability to read and write, is one aspect of the MEXT curriculum, but many are still
uncertain as to what should be focused on, and to what extent. In this lecture, we will explore what can be
done during six years of elementary school in terms of developing foundations for future success in literacy
development in junior high and beyond. From phonics and sight words to sentence writing, and then even
onto authoring original digital books, examples of literacy related activities used by this researcher will be

introduced and discussed.
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